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Welcome to this PDF transcript and study pack. Before you dive into the episode,
here’s how this podcast helps you improve your English the natural way – just like
you learned your first language: by listening, understanding context, and using real
speech.
__________________________________________________________________
Why learn naturally?
Stop translating word by word. Start understanding English the way native speakers
use it — through real, clear conversations.
This podcast is designed for A2–B1 learners who want to improve listening and
speaking in everyday situations.
__________________________________________________________________
Each episode includes:

 a short real-life story
 useful everyday phrases and expressions
 a guided dialogue to listen and practise
 simple techniques to help you speak with confidence

Not just listening practice — real English for real conversations.
__________________________________________________________________
Support this podcast - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT0jsgWYutg
📌 Subscribe to the YouTube channel
👍 Like this video
💬 Leave a comment
It takes 10 seconds – but it helps me create more free transcripts and episodes for
you.
__________________________________________________________________

Learn English through context, conversation, and real life.
Happy learning!

– Your hosts, Context English Podcast

http://www.english-podcast.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT0jsgWYutg


Podcast Transcript – Shopping in English
Mike: Oh… excuse me? Hi! Um… this… this shirt? I really like it, but… oh, I don’t
know how to say it. Is it expensive? Is it cheap? My heart is beating so fast… I just
want to know the price, but the words won’t come out. This is so embarrassing! I
think I will just… leave. Yeah.
Anna: Does that sound familiar? The “shopping freeze”? That moment when you
want to buy something beautiful, but your English just… disappears?

Why Asking About Prices Feels Difficult
Mike: Hello and welcome to a brand new episode! I am Mike.
Anna: And I am Anna. It is so good to have you here with us.
Mike: This is the Context English Podcast, the place where we help you use English
in the real world.
Anna: Today, we are talking about a very important topic: Shopping in English.
Specifically, we are looking at the question: How much is this?
Mike: It sounds simple, right? But in the moment, it can feel very difficult. By the end
of this episode, you will know exactly how to ask about prices, how to understand
the shop assistant, and how to handle any price-related conversation with total
confidence.

A Real Story About Shopping in English
Anna: You know Mike, that scenario you just acted out? I actually lived it last month.
Mike: Really? Even you, Anna?
Anna: Oh, yes! I was on vacation in a small boutique in Italy. Everything was
beautiful. I saw this incredible leather bag. It was exactly what I wanted. But… there
was no price tag. Nothing.
Mike: That is the worst! Why do they do that?
Anna: I don’t know! I stood there for maybe five minutes. I was looking at the bag,
then looking at the shop assistant, then looking back at the bag. I was practicing the
question in my head: “How much is this? How much is this?” But then I started
worrying… what if it costs a thousand dollars? What if I don’t understand the number
he says back to me?
Mike: I know that feeling. It is like your brain becomes a blank piece of paper.
Anna: Exactly! My palms were actually sweating. I felt like a tourist who couldn’t say
a single word. In the end, I just smiled nervously and walked out of the store. I didn’t
even ask!
Mike: Oh, no! So you didn’t get the bag?



Anna: No, I didn’t. And I still think about it! It was such a small conversation, but my
fear of making a mistake stopped me from buying something I loved.
Mike: I think many of our listeners have a story just like that. We see something we
like, but the fear of the “money talk” makes us walk away.

How to Ask About Prices While Shopping in English
Anna: It is a sad story, Mike, but it’s a great lesson. We don’t want our listeners to
walk away from the things they love.
Mike: Exactly. You should never feel embarrassed about asking for a price. It is the
most normal thing in the world!
Anna: So, how can we avoid that “frozen” feeling? What are the simple, powerful
phrases we need to feel like a confident shopper?
Mike:Well, let’s find out. Let’s build your shopping toolkit right now.
Mike: That is a great question, Anna. And you know, I have a story too. It happened
just last week. I decided it was time to finally buy a new coffee maker. My old one…
well, it was making a very strange noise every morning.
Anna: Oh, I know that noise! Like a tired robot?
Mike: Exactly! So, I went to this big electronics store. You know the ones… huge
lights, hundreds of machines, and lots of signs everywhere. I found the coffee
machine section and started looking. I saw one that looked perfect. It was sleek,
silver, and looked very professional. But here was the problem… there were three
different price tags near it.
Anna: Oh no, that is so confusing. Which one was the right one?
Mike: I had no idea! One said eighty dollars, one said one hundred and twenty, and
another one said sixty-five. I stood there looking at the tags, then at the machine,
then at the tags again. I felt really frustrated. I didn’t want to take it to the cash desk
and find out it was the expensive one.
Anna: That is exactly the “pain point” we talked about. You feel like you should
know, but you don’t. So, what did you do? Did you just leave, like I did in Italy?
Mike: Almost! I almost walked away. I thought, “Maybe I don’t need coffee that
much.” But then I remembered: I am an English teacher! I can do this. I saw a shop
assistant nearby. He looked very busy, which made me even more nervous. But I
took a deep breath, walked up to him, and said: “Excuse me, I’m a bit confused.
How much is this silver coffee maker?”
Anna: Good for you, Mike! And what happened?
Mike: He was actually very nice! He smiled and said, “Oh, sorry about the mess with
the tags. Let me check.” He scanned it and told me it was actually on sale for fifty-
five dollars. Even cheaper than the tags!



Anna:Wow, what a win! See? Just one simple question saved you money and a lot
of stress.
Mike: Exactly. And that is the lesson. The confusion was all in my head. The
moment I used a simple phrase, the problem disappeared. I walked out with a great
coffee maker and a big smile on my face.
Anna: I am so glad you asked. It shows that even if you feel nervous, having the
right words in your pocket changes everything.

Five Essential Phrases for Shopping
Mike: So, let’s give our listeners those “magic words” right now. Let’s look at five
essential phrases for shopping.
Anna: Great idea. Phrase number one is the classic, the gold standard: How much
is this? Or, if you have more than one item: How much are these?
Mike: How much is this? How much are these?
Anna: This is the most direct way to ask. You can use it for anything. For example, if
you are holding a book, you just say: “Excuse me, how much is this?”
Mike: Simple and perfect. Okay, phrase number two is a bit more polite: Could you
tell me the price, please?
Anna: Could you tell me the price, please?
Mike: This is a wonderful phrase if you want to sound a little more formal or if you
are in a nice boutique. For example: “I love this jacket. Could you tell me the price,
please?”
Anna: I like that one. It sounds very confident. Now, phrase number three is very
important for your wallet: Is this on sale?
Mike: Is this on sale?
Anna: This is what you ask when you see a red sign or a discount. You want to
know if the price is lower than usual. For example: “This sweater is beautiful. Is this
on sale?”
Mike: I use that one all the time! Now, phrase number four is something you will
hear from the shop assistant. You need to understand this: That comes to…
followed by the total amount.
Anna: That comes to…
Mike: This is how they tell you the final price at the end. For example, the assistant
might say: “That comes to forty-five dollars, please.” It just means “The total is…”
Anna: That is a good one to know so you aren’t surprised at the register. And finally,
phrase number five is another one you will hear: How would you like to pay?



Mike: How would you like to pay?
Anna: The assistant is asking if you want to use cash or a credit card. It is the final
step! You can answer with “By card, please” or “With cash.”
Mike: There you have it. Five simple phrases that make you the boss of your
shopping trip.

Practice Dialogue: A Real Shopping Conversation
Anna: Okay Mike, let’s put everything together. Let’s imagine I am in a gift shop and
you are the shop assistant. Are you ready?
Mike: I’m ready! I’ll put on my “helpful shop assistant” voice.
Anna: Perfect. Here we go. Oh, excuse me? Hi! I really like this British tea set.
Could you tell me the price, please?
Mike: Hello! Of course. Let me see… the tea set? That one is thirty-five pounds.
Anna: Thirty-five pounds… I see. And what about these small magnets over here?
How much are these?
Mike: Those are five pounds each. But wait! We have a special offer today.
Anna: Oh, really? Is this on sale?
Mike: Yes! If you buy the tea set, the magnets are half-price.
Anna: That is a great deal! I will take the tea set and two magnets, please.
Mike:Wonderful choice. Let’s go to the register. [Short pause] Okay, so with the
discount, that comes to forty pounds exactly. How would you like to pay?
Anna: By card, please. Here is my phone.
Mike: Perfect. Just tap it here… and you’re all set! Thank you very much.
Anna: Thank you! Have a lovely day.
Mike: That was great, Anna! You sounded so confident. Now, for our listeners, let’s
listen to the most important parts again, but a little bit slower.
Anna: Good idea. Listen and repeat in your head.
Mike: Could you tell me the price, please?
Anna: Is this on sale?
Mike: That comes to forty pounds.
Anna: How would you like to pay?

Key Lessons for Shopping in English
Mike: And just like that, you are ready to go shopping!



Anna: It’s amazing, isn’t it? Just a few simple phrases can change a stressful
situation into a fun one. Today you learned how to ask for prices, how to find a
bargain with the word “sale,” and how to finish your purchase.
Mike: You really did! My biggest advice for you is this: don’t wait for a trip to London
or New York. The next time you are at a shop in your own city, look at an item and
ask yourself in your head: “How much is this?” or “Is this on sale?”
Anna: That is a fantastic tip, Mike. Practice in your mind first. It builds a bridge to
your mouth!
Mike: Exactly. You have the tools now. You don’t need to freeze or walk away like
we did. You can do this!

Start Using Shopping in English Today
Anna:We hope you found this episode helpful. We certainly had a lot of fun making
it!
Mike:We really did. But before we go, we have a question for you. What was the
last thing you bought in English? Or maybe, what is the one thing you are still afraid
to ask for in a shop? Tell us your stories in the comments! We read all of them.
Anna: And if you enjoyed learning with Mike and me today, please give this video a
like and subscribe to the Context English Podcast. It really helps our community
grow.
Mike: Thank you so much for spending your time with us. Keep practicing, keep
shopping, and we will see you very soon.
Anna: Thanks for listening, see you next time!
Mike: Bye for now! See you in the next video!

Educational Materials
After listening to the episode, take some time to explore the extra materials. You will
find the key vocabulary and useful phrases from the conversation. There is also a
short quiz to check your understanding (answers: 1-B, 2-B, 3-AB, 4-B, 5-AB), plus
discussion questions to help you practice speaking. These tools work together to
make your learning deeper and more natural. Use them at your own pace, and you
will see progress step by step.

Essential Shopping Vocabulary (A2–B1 Level)
shopping /ˈʃɒpɪŋ/ — noun → the activity of buying things in stores.
price /praɪs/ — noun → the amount of money something costs.
shop assistant /ˈʃɒp əˌsɪstənt/ — noun → a person who works in a store and helps
customers.
sale /seɪl/ — noun → a period when products are sold at lower prices.



discount /ˈdɪskaʊnt/ — noun → a reduction in the normal price of something.
register /ˈredʒɪstə/ — noun → the place in a store where you pay for items.
tag /tæɡ/ — noun → a small label attached to a product showing its price.
cash /kæʃ/ — noun → money in coins or banknotes used to pay for things.
card /kɑːd/ — noun → a bank card used to make payments in stores.
bargain /ˈbɑːɡɪn/ — noun → something that is sold at a very good price.

Useful English Phrases
How much is this?→ use this question to ask the price of one item.
How much are these?→ use this question when asking about several items.
Could you tell me the price, please?→ a polite way to ask how much something
costs.
Is this on sale?→ ask if the item has a lower price.
I’m a bit confused about the price.→ say this if the price tags are unclear.
That comes to forty pounds.→ the shop assistant tells you the total price.
I’ll take this, please.→ say this when you decide to buy something.
How would you like to pay?→ the shop assistant asks about your payment
method.
By card, please.→ say this when you want to pay with a bank card.
With cash.→ say this when you want to pay with money.

English Quiz – Test Your Vocabulary
What question do you ask to know the price?
○Where is this
○ How much is this
○Who is this
○Why is this
What does “on sale” mean?
○ The product is broken
○ The product is cheaper than usual
○ The product is new
○ The product is expensive
Which phrases can you use to ask about the price?
▢ How much is this?
▢ Could you tell me the price, please?
▢What time is it?
▢Where are you from?



What does “That comes to forty pounds” mean?
○ The item name
○ The total price
○ The shop location
○ The discount
Which answers can you give when paying?
○ By card, please
○With cash
○ By taxi
○ By email

Practice English Writing – Discussion Questions
1. Think about the last time you went shopping. What did you buy and where did you
buy it? Describe the experience in 2–3 sentences.
2. Imagine you are in a store in another country. How would you ask the price and
pay for the item? Describe the short conversation in 2–3 sentences.

Try to answer these questions in the comments! This is very important for
practicing and remembering what you learned.

Thank you & keep going
Thank you for learning English with Context English Podcast. Every episode,
every transcript, every small step brings you closer to speaking freely and naturally.
Don't stop. Even 10 minutes a day makes a difference. Explore more materials on
our website and new videos on YouTube — there's always something new to help
you grow.
Support this podcast - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT0jsgWYutg
If this episode helped you, please subscribe to our YouTube channel, like this
video, and leave a comment. Your support means the world and helps us create
more free content for learners like you.

https://english-podcast.com/shopping-in-english-simple-phrases-that-save-you-money/#comments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT0jsgWYutg

